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Massive turn out for Andrew Roberts Lecture
Last night over 150 people attended Chelsea Barracks Action Group’s fundraising evening to hear renowned military historian and author of Masters and Commanders Andrew Roberts give an evening lecture. 

Titled Chelsea Barracks in Peace and War and held at the Holy Trinity Sloane Square Church the evening raised over £3000. This money will help the Chelsea Barracks Action Group continue to represent local residents during the next stages of the development. 

Chairman of Chelsea Barracks Action Group Georgine Thorburn, said: “The evening was a huge success and we must give our immense thanks to Andrew for such a wonderful talk. I’d also like to thank the community and our supporters for getting behind the evening.

“The money raised will go towards our bid to save the historic garrison church where a decision will be made about whether it will be listed as a protected building by the Secretary of State for Culture, the Rt Hon Ben Bradshaw, later this year,” said Ms Thorburn. 
Recounting the history of the Chelsea area and the barracks, Mr Roberts gave an entertaining and insightful 40-minute talk, taking the audience through the key historical events from when Chelsea was occupied by the Romans to the present day.

He also touched on the recent Chelsea Barracks debate saying Prince Charles had every right to comment on the development and for anyone to say that he was being unconstitutional clearly doesn’t know their history. Mr Roberts’s comments were met with a resounding applause from the audience. 

Local resident and architectural designer Vicki Hancock, who had previously never been to a Chelsea Barracks Action Group meeting or event, said: “The evening was fantastic and what astonished me was how informed the people were. 

“They are not against the site being developed but passionate about maintaining the character and flavour of the area whilst preserving the heritage of the site which as I learnt from Andrew’s talk goes back to the Romans.” 

Among the audience, which was made up of local residents and supporters from across England, was Qatari Diar Managing Director Mr Jeremy Titchen, Lord Grantley, Sir Rudolph and Lady Agnew, and Sir Anthony and Lady Cleaver.   
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