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Nimbys handcuffed to Chelsea Barracks railings

17 June 2011 | By Nick Johnstone
Chelsea residents have today chained themselves to the bars of Chelsea Barracks, in protest against the failure of developer Qatari Diar to demonstrate the full height of the huge residential scheme that will be built at the site.

Residents from the Chelsea Barracks Action Group, who had today waived a day at Ascot in order to take the action, said that the developer had broken its promise to show residents how the tallest 9-storey, 100 ft tower, would affect views of the “classical” buildings in the surrounding area.

Georgine Thorborn from the group said residents were willing to be arrested over the protest, which she said was precipitated by Westminster’s failure to property consult on the scheme ahead of the planning meeting that will decide if the scheme goes ahead, which is scheduled for Monday evening.

She said: “We are protesting at the broken promises of Qatari Diar to not display the height of the resi block, and whether they would create an eyesore over a classical part of London.”
She said the developer had promised to erect cranes to the height of the tallest buildings in order make the impact of the development clear.

“Westminster council hhas been entirely spineless in not forcing the developer to consult us properly on this.
“So instead of going to Ascot we’ve chained ourselves to the railings, because this is so important.
“Our MP Mark Field doesn’t give a damn, the mayor doesn’t give a damn. It’s very undemocratic.”
